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Project Aims

• Highlight the lack of gender diversity in Manx politics – historically 
and today

• Explore the experiences of women in Manx politics (with thanks to 
Culture Vannin!)

• Find ways of removing barriers and encouraging more women to 
stand for election on the Isle of Man

Project website:

• Search for “Women in Manx Politics”



Context

• Some women eligible to vote from 1881

• All men and women over 21 eligible to vote from 1919

• Women eligible to stand for the Keys from 1919

• Women eligible to be elected to Legislative Council in 1961 

• Women eligible to sit on juries from 1980 



Women in the House of Keys, 1919-1946

• Louisa Nelson becomes first 
woman candidate to stand for 
Keys in 1929 for Ramsey.

• Marion Shimmin becomes first 
woman MHK on 14 February 
1933 for Peel.

Marion Shimmin, 14 February 1933



Case Studies

Annie Bridson
(Garff 1951-56)

Jean Thornton-Duesbery
(Garff 1966-76)

Betty Hanson
(West Douglas 1974-1982)

PARTIES PROFILE PROGRESSION



Political Parties: Annie Bridson

Gerald Bridson
(Middle 1919-24)
(Garff 1942-46)

Annie Bridson
(Garff 1951-56)

Manx Labour Party Formed
February 1918



• Annie Bridson stood for South 
Douglas

• Gerald Bridson stood for Garff

• Both stood for the Ex-
Servicemen’s Association

• Neither were elected 

Annie Bridson: 1946 Election



• Stood in Garff for the Manx 
Labour Party

• Elected behind Charles 
Kerruish

• Displaced sitting candidate, 
John Quine

• Becomes second woman MHK

Annie Bridson: 1951 Election



• Teacher and Headmistress
• Involved with National Union 

of Teachers
• Retired from teaching in 1928 

when she married
• Elected to the Manx Education 

Authority in 1935

Annie Bridson: Background



“I am sorry there are no other women candidates in the field, 
because I think women could give much-needed advice in the 
Keys. There are so many things on which women’s opinions 
should be heard - education, social services and health services, 
and, above all, housing. Men build houses, but women have to 
live and work in them. I appeal to all the women folk to think 
seriously about a woman candidate …”

Annie Bridson: 1951 Campaign



“They are not considered to have wit 
enough to vote for Commissioners. … I 
think the parish is where they should 
start to learn the power of their vote 
because they know the people 
intimately. That is one of the things 
the Labour Party feel strongly about.”

Annie Bridson: 1951 Campaign



Annie Bridson in the House of Keys

On the Local Government Bill, 1955:
“As a woman member, I am really surprised and amused at 
the attitude of quite a number of men here. You might think 
we were back in the 1880s with father the only person who 
mattered. … Are we going to be compared with Japan where 
the women are just household utensils?” 
“I ask you as men to give the fully-grown woman the right to 
vote in these elections. They have every right to expect it.”



Annie Bridson in the House of Keys

“I am quite surprised at the hon. 
Member for Ramsey, on his objection 
for giving a standard measure, and 
saying that a woman is not capable of 
holding the full value for her money, 
so therefore you can adulterate the 
drink ad lib. … I think if a woman 
wants a gin and “It” she should have 
it. Women pay the same price.”



Party Politics in the Isle of Man



Party Politics in the Isle of Man

Success Rate
Party 
Candidatures

All 
Candidatures

Women 45% 32%
Men 42% 57%

General Elections: 1946-1996 
Party Candidatures
All MLP Other

Number 228 127 101
Percent 100% 56% 44%



Party Politics in the Isle of Man



Political Profile: Jean Thornton-Duesbery

• Born in London
• Father was Bishop of Sodor and Man 

(1925-28)
• Moved to Island permanently in 1939
• Registered nurse and midwife
• Manx Education Authority (from 1946)
• Justice of the Peace (from 1956)



Jean Thornton-Duesbery: 1966 Campaign

“Having been approached to stand as a 
Candidate in Garff Sheading I have agreed 
although I realise I have not a great deal of 
experience in the Political field.”

“As you know, I was a member of the 
Education Authority for 10 years …”



Jean Thornton-Duesbery: 1966 Campaign



Name Constituency Years Political Experience Occupation

Annie Bridson Garff 1951-56 Manx Education Authority (1935) Teacher

Jean Thornton-
Duesbery Garff 1966-76 Manx Education Authority (1946)

Justice of the Peace (1956) Nurse

Katharine Cowin East Douglas 1971-76 Manx Education Authority (1967) Teacher

Elspeth Quayle Castletown 1971-81 Justice of the Peace (1958)
Castletown Commissioner Horticulturist

Betty Hanson West Douglas 1974-82 Board of Education (1971) Teacher

Clare Christian Ayre 1980-86 Father was an MHK Research scientist

Hazel Hannan Peel 1986-06 Peel Commissioner (1978) Nurse

Julia Delaney North Douglas 1986-91 Douglas Town Council (1983) Nurse

Brenda Cannell Douglas East 1996-15 Douglas Town Council (1992) Business

Pam Crowe Rushen 1996-03 Business
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Jean Thornton-Duesbery: 1971 Election

• Elspeth Quayle (Castletown) and 
Katharine Cowin (East Douglas) also 
elected.

• “I am glad to say that we are now 
accepted as a matter of course and 
lady members are no longer 
regarded as a noteworthy 
phenomenon.”



Jean Thornton-Duesbery in the House of Keys

Jury Bill, 1974: 

“In doing this I am voicing the conviction of very large 
groups of thoughtful and informed women in this Island and 
I believe hon. Members will join me in feeling that it is right 
that their voice should be heard on this matter in this hon. 
House.”



Political Progression: Betty Hanson

• Schoolteacher

• Board of Education (1971-74)

• Regularly attended Tynwald debates

• Very involved with church and community

• “the ’phone started ringing. Then I was 
stopped in the street and letters began to 
arrive. It was apparent people wanted me 
to stand so I decided to have a go”



Betty Hanson: 1974 Campaign

“Mrs Hanson, wife of 
the headmaster of 
Albert Road School, 
Ramsey, is a woman of 
sound common sense. 
Talking to her it 
becomes obvious that 
she is capable of seeing 
the other side’s view -
she’s more logical than 
the average woman.”



Betty Hanson: 1974 Campaign

“Last week when I interviewed 
Deemster George Moore, he told me 
he was in favour of women members 
of the Legislature, that he considered 
they could contribute usefully, 
especially in matters of health, social 
security and in education which was 
manifestly suited to women.”



Betty Hanson: 1974 Campaign

“Betty Hanson thinks she can 
contribute ‘consumer wise.’ She says 
‘Women are the housekeepers, they 
are managing the money all the time 
- men are not.’”



Women in the House of Keys by January 1975

Speaker of the House of Keys: 

“With your election to the important 
constituency of West Douglas there 
are now in our House four lady 
members, one sixth of its total 
assembly, a unique proportion for 
any parliamentary assembly within 
the Commonwealth.”



Betty Hanson in the House of Keys

• Re-elected in 1976 and 1981

• Campaigned on the promise “To 
represent both the women’s and 
the men’s points of view” 

• Jury Act (1980)



Political Progression

• Chair of the Board of Education 
(1976-81)

• Chair of the Board of Consumer 
Affairs (1981-88)

• Nominated for Executive Council in 
1981 

• Appointed to Legislative Council in 
1982



Some Tentative Conclusions …

• Party politics 

• Public profile and political experience 

• Political progression

• Attitudes to women
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